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For the Belfast .Honthlj Magazine. 

(kamble continued.) 

From vol. 5, page 27 1 . 

'T^HIS island, or rather pcninsu- 
la, was formerly called M'Gwye's 
or Maguy's isle, from its inhabi- 
tants being mostly of that name, 
and belonged to the bishop of 
Down and Connor ; about the year 
1004, Robert Humpston, bishop of 
Down and Connor, made a fee-farm 
lease of the island to sir Henry Piers 
and SirFrancis Annesly, at the year- 
ly rent of gS6. 13s. 4d. It was 
afterwards granted by James 1 st to 
Sir Arthur Chichester, with the rec- 
torial tythes and advowsons of the 
churches, * but on the 22d Septem- 
ber 1640, Edward, first Viscount 
Chichester sunendered the tythes, 
&c. and in lieu thereof receiv- 
ed the tythes and advowsons of the 
vicarage of Shankhill. The island 
was immediately after united into 
one parish. It is now divided into 
26 townliinds, and contains 3100 
acres of excellent land, at the ave- 
rr.ire price of 18s. per acre; the 
lythe i.s now compounded for at 
'2<. Hd. per acre, and is paid to the 
Rev. Thomas Graves, dean of Con- 
nor, rector. The number of dwel- 
ling houses amounts to about 290. 
'i'lie cess here is usually higher than 
in aiiv other parish of the county, 
<l)is year it amounted to £oo9. 
O*. Sid. only about sixty pounds 
<j1' which was expended on roads, &c. 



* Before the general dissolution of Mo- 
nastic houses, the rectory of Whitekirk, 
in this island, was attatched to the abbey 
of Muckamore, near Antrim ; Kilkeran 
paid tythe to the abbey of Disart, alias 
Kells, county Antrim, and the two town- 
]jnds, now called Eallypriors, anciently 
Ballypormagna a»id Parra, to the abbey 
of Goodborn, alias Goodburn, near Car- 
Jickfergus. 



within the island ; this has caused 
much grumbling at present, and 
I think with some reason, as se- 
veral roads here stand in need of 
repair. The church cess this year 
amounted to £2i. 5s. 8d. But to 
return from this long digression, 
having walked pretty fast for about 
two miles I stopton arising ground, 
the better to enjoy the prospect 
which was really ample ; before me 
was the oceant with a long ridge of 
the black mountains of Galloway and 
Argyle-shires in the back ground ; 
the mull of Cantyre was most conspi- 
cuous, jutting out boldly toward.? 
the Irish coast, where a promonto- 
ry seemed to meet that of the op- 
posite shore; their rugged sides 
were smoothed by-distance, -ind her<f 
and there their suniini(s werp last 
to the naked eye by the li^iiie of the 
atmosphere. Nearer, the prusjiec', 
though deficient in romantic gi:m- 
deur, was much more intercr^tnu', 
the gentle swelling hills of Ilniid- 
islandand Magheramovn, being fine- 
ly chequered with the fields of 
ripening grain, which ^ight gave a 
more plea.sing sensation to my 
mind than any scene of sterility 
whatsoever ; further northward the 
country gradually a.'ssnmed a wilder 
aspect, and the view \vas terminat- 
ed by the rugged headlund of the 
county of Antrim already niention- 
ed. An hypothesis has been formed 
by several learned authors, that Bri- 
tain and Ireland were formerly ii- 
iiited near those capes, and that 
they were seperated by some ter- 
rible convulsion of nature ; this o- 
pinion receives some support from 
the proximity of the capes, which are 
only about twenty miles asiuidcr; 
some even go so ftir as to siippo.-ie 
that the island of llahery, and some 
of the Western isles are fragments 
of a country buried at a very remote 
period underthe ocean. Laying aside 
those learned guesses, 1 renewed 
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,ny journey, pleased to behold such 
snug farm-houses, and fields with 
such luxuriant crops ; the fields of 
beans were now rather unpleasingto 
the teve from their dark liue, howe- 
ver they are still considered by thft 
farmer as a steady crop, and not 
liable to be much injured by an 
inclement season, their harvest can 
also be attended to, when all others 
aie over; besides, this crop does 
not reduce the soil, but rather en- 
liches it. 

The country presenting no strik- 
ing objects, I soon reached the 
hoiise of my acquaintance near Poit- 
inuck ; he received me kindly, treat- 
ing tne with all that hospitahiv for 
which the inhabitants of this pen- 
insula are said to be so conspicu- 
ous; after which he showed me se- 
veral curious fossils found in the 
neighbourhood; the\' consisted chief- 
ly ot stones impregnated with dif- 
ferent kinds of ore, also some of 
calcarious sandstone found on the 
beach, to vhich various marine 
shells adhered, all in a petrified 
state. But what most attracted my 
notice, was a brass gouge, about 
♦hree inchw long, and near half as 
much round, found in a chink of 
a limestone rock, about thirty feet 
below the surface of the earth. — 
As this metal has not been used for 
such instruments since the introduc- 
tion of iron, it must have remained 
there many centuries, but how it 
came there is not easy to deter- 
mine, as upwards of nine feet deep of 
solid clay-earth was dug olf the lime- 
stone where the goui^e was disco- 
vered. AfUT cxa/iiiiiing those rari- 
ties some time, we took a walk out 
silong the adjacent coast, opposite 
the isle of Muck ; this small isle 
is merely a large rock covered with 
a thin stratum ot earth, it is sepe- 
rated from the main-land, but can 
be entered on the west at low water; 
It appears to have been anciently 



a place of defence, as on the land 
side some vestiges of a stone wall 
are still visible : on the northern 
side is the squall port to which it 
gives name. On the north side of 
this haven are tlie ruins of the 
castle of Port-muck, a small qua- 
drangular building, which seems to 
have been built for a fortress ; in 
the outside of the western wall 
is an aperture like a chimney, cal- 
led Peak's-bole, probably Puck's- 
hole, alias Browney, a fictitious per- 
sonage, formerly very famous in 
this country. Adjoining this is a 
small building roofed with lime- 
stone, which seems coeval with the 
castle, and as those kinds of build- 
iugs are said to have been erected 
by the Danes, perhaps both were 
built by that nation ; it seems by au 
opening in the wall to have been 
intended for a necessary, but tra- 
dition is silent as to its original 
use or founder. A little northward 
of this building are some remains 
of an ancient church. The fine- 
ness of the day now determined 
me to return home by a circular 
route, so taking leave of my 
acquaintance, 1 took a path leading 
across the island tovvards the ferry ; 
this part of my walk was solemn- 
ly delightful ; sometimes the path 
led along the verge of a precipice, 
beneath which the waves were 
dashing with some fury against the 
rugged projections of the rocks, it 
being now about high water; at 
other times it sunk into a, little dell, 
or meandered along the borders of 
corn fields, &c. " Where lat;>-e en- 
crease hid blessed the fru'^ful 
plains." In my course I came to a 
large stone, or rather rock, com- 
monly called a Rocking-stone ; it is 
several tons weight, yet can be 
moved with facility by the hand ; 
these stones are sometimes called 
lagans or logans, and are saia to 
have been engines of the drudical 
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priestcraft ; this one, however, ap- 
pears in its natural sitaation, and 
seems to have become tremulous by 
the earth being walked from about its 
base : I am the more confirmed in 
this opinion as there is one similar 
to the above on the Maiden, alias 
VVhillan-rocks, which lie a few 
miles oft' the the entrance of Lame 
lough, where it is more than pro- 
pable the Druids never resided. — 
I now arrived at the ferry, or en 
trance of Larne lough, which here 
divides this island trom the mainland 
of the coupty of Antrim ; but the 
boats which ply to and fro here were 
both at the other side ; so I sat down 
on the beach to v^ait the corning- of 
either. The prospect was pietty 
agreeable ; on the opposite shore were 
several white houses with the ruins 
of the castle of Olderflcet, near wliich 
eeveral brigs, sloops, &c. were lying 
at itiohor, and gave the place an 
appearance of some trade ; the breeze 
Scarce curled the surface of the 
lough, which inflected southwar.d 
and was soon lost from my sicht ; 
the view was terminated by hi^h 
hills near the village of Glyiin, 
which rise boldly and i;ave an air 
of wildncss to this part of the pros- 
pect. I had not remained long in 
this situation when a boat arrived, 
and three other passengers arriving 
about ;he same time, we instantly 
embarked ; and I shall now present 
the reader vvitli a view of the per- 
suns, &c,. of my fellow-passerjgers. 

(To be Vimtinued.J 
For the Belfast .'nont/ily Magazine. 



ON TREATMENT OF PERSONS LIBER- 
ATED FROM PRISON. 

The genuine philanthropy of 
W. L. in his essay on prisons, in 
your last immber, is pleasingly con- 
spicuous. Prisons indeed require a 
speedy and radical reformation. In- 



stead of a.»sisting to correct vire, and 
lessen the rmniber of crimes, they 
have, under their present system of 
management, a tendency to give to 
vice a bolder and more hardened 
front, and bv their dangerous re- 
action on society, to increase the 
number of objects for confuiement 
within their walls. I am afraid, 
however, that W. L. overlouks a 
strong principle in human nature, 
if he siijjpo.se, that those who have 
had their mniuiej's stii! more corrnpt- 
ed in a prison, will on their ac<jtiit- 
tal, or the expiration of their sen- 
tence, voluntarily submit to a .second 
coniinemciii, however luerciuiiiy re- 
gulated, while almost all their 
wishes, jjowtrfullv increased bv the 
idleness of a piison, have been 
turned to the period of liberation, 
when they may put in praciice the 
lessons of adilitional depravity and 
knavcj'v, v.hicb they have learned 
from ihtir profligate associates, and 
con!ji out greatir pesis to society, 
than thev «eiit in. Snch exils arc 
inseparably connected wiili ihc pre- 
sent system of jai's, «lkre promis- 
r^ious intpicoorse between odi'uders, 
and itileoess tend most strongly ro 
corrupt the huntan heart, and where 
a contctive restraint on their morals 
is ahnost totally wanting. To remedy 
the defects which W. 1.. so feelingly 
points out, 1 can see no other re- 
med}', tliiin for the friends of huma- 
nity to turn then- undivided atten- 
tion towards aiding Sir Samuel Ro- 
miliy's benevolent plan of peni- 
tentiary hou^e-i, in which the moral 
improvenieiit of the prisoners may 
be especially attended to, and such 
correctives used, compounded of a 
judicious mixtu'e of .solitary confine- 
ment, and hard labour, without ex- 
cluding the strong stimulus of hope, 
in case of improvement, as has been 
found to be so efficient. In theAmeri- 
can system of prison-management, 
the produce of the labours of the cr!« 



